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we do not have a commitment yet on
the investment of resources and the
Federal Government and the Senate
and the House living up to our commit-
ment to children and education in the
country.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now with-
draw the pending motion to proceed to
S. 149.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right. The motion is
withdrawn.

——————

BETTER EDUCATION FOR STU-
DENTS AND TEACHERS ACT—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

Mr. LOTT. I now move to proceed to
S. 1, the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

I say to the Senator from Minnesota,
there have been many days of negotia-
tion. A lot of progress has been made.
Everybody acknowledges that. But this
bill should have been taken up in
March. Now here we are almost in May
and we are still negotiating. If we are
going to have everything wrapped up
before it ever comes to the floor of the
Senate, there would not be much for
the Senate to do around here.

Ordinarily, you get as much of an
agreement as you can, get a bill re-
ported out, and bring it to the floor.
Negotiations are not going to end.
They are going to continue. But on
some of them we are not going to be
able to reach an agreement.

I say to my colleague, in a State that
is trying to improve education, and,
again, as a son of a schoolteacher, if
just money would solve the problem,
we would have a higher quality of edu-
cation in America than we do today.

We have spent well over $130 billion
over the past several years for the title
I program. I don’t want to demean that
program. It has done some good and
can do more good, if we give a little
more flexibility at the local level
where the money can be used, where it
may be used differently in Minnesota
than it would be in Texas, give a little
flexibility to make sure you are ad-
dressing the needs of those title I chil-
dren in an appropriate way.

But just money is not enough. We
have to have some real reforms. Money
is part of it. I admit that. The Presi-
dent has asked for more money for the
reading program. The President has in-
dicated he supports more funding for
title I and for IDEA and for bilingual
education.

We are making progress. He is mov-
ing in the right direction. But I don’t
know if we can ever come up with
enough money in this area or a lot of
the other areas to suit every Senator.
They can always find some way—it is
easy—to say ‘‘give me more.”’

One of the reasons we ought to have
tax relief is to let the people keep a lit-
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tle bit more of their money to help the
children with their needs. That is why
I think we ought to double the child
tax credit; let the parents get more of
the benefit of their money to help their
children with their needs. Let them de-
cide if they need a little tutoring, if
they need a computer, whatever it may
be.

One of the reasons parents can’t al-
ways do what they need for their own
children is that they don’t get to keep
enough of the money they earn. Why in
the world would we take from the
mouths of labor the bread that they
have earned? That is a quote from
Thomas Jefferson—a great line.

At any rate, some Senators are ada-
mant about objecting to proceeding to
the education bill. I think that is a
mistake. I think we ought to move for-
ward. I suspect that some of the
amendments that would be offered—
and maybe the Senator from Minnesota
would support and I would oppose—
probably will pass. What are they wor-
ried about? We can bring this to a sat-
isfactory conclusion that would be
good for everybody. This is a win-win-
win opportunity. Let’s not blow it.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk to the pend-
ing motion to proceed so that we can
get under way. I have let the Senate
basically mark time now for the last
week without achieving any real
progress or closing the negotiations. I
think it is time we guarantee that we
can get on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NETT). The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 23, S. 1, an
original bill to extend programs and activi-
ties under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965:

Trent Lott, Jim Jeffords, Bill Frist, Rick
Santorum, Kay Bailey Hutchison, Don
Nickles, Tim Hutchinson, Strom Thur-
mond, Frank Murkowski, Pat Roberts,
Sam Brownback, Jeff Sessions, Mike
Crapo, Judd Gregg, Susan Collins, and
Jesse Helms.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I have con-
sulted with Senator DASCHLE and ad-
vised him that I would be filing clo-
ture. This is not a surprise on his part.
I know Senator KENNEDY was aware of
it. I am sorry he was not on the floor
because he has been working very hard
doing a good job.

Under the rules, this vote then would
occur on Tuesday. I ask unanimous
consent that this cloture vote occur at
9:30 a.m. on Tuesday and that the man-
datory quorum under rule XXII be
waived.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REPORT ON FOREIGN TRAVEL

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I want
to make a statement on a recent trip I
have made to the Mideast. I want to
alert my colleagues to the fact that be-
yond what is available in the news
media, the situation in the Mideast is
so serious it is really hard to describe.
The concern I have is that the violence
is likely to move beyond the borders of
Israel where Hamas and Islamic Jihad
may be targeting other installations,
perhaps even U.S. installations.

I had an opportunity to talk with the
Israeli leaders, including Prime Min-
ister Sharon, who has the understand-
able position that he is not going to ne-
gotiate for peace until the violence has
ended.

I had an opportunity to talk with
Palestinian Authority Chairman
Yasser Arafat, who makes representa-
tions which simply are not true. Arafat
makes the contention that he has
issued an unequivocal edict for the Pal-
estinians to cease the violence, citing
as an example a speech he made at the
Arab summit. When that speech is ex-
amined, it is so conditional as to be
meaningless.

We had an opportunity to travel as
well to Damascus where conversations
were held with Foreign Minister Shara.

The situation between Israel and
Syria is very tense. Israel retaliated
against a Syrian radar installation be-
cause of the Hezbollah attacks against
Israel from southern Lebanon
Hezbollah being backed by Iran with
the concurrence of Syria.

The trip I made occurred during the
past Easter recess, and I will describe
it in some detail in the course of this
floor statement.

Upon coming back to the United
States, I have written to the President
urging him to appoint a special rep-
resentative in the Mideast, just as that
had been the practice going back to the
days when Henry Kissinger shuttled for
President Nixon, special envoys being
appointed by President Jimmy Carter,
President Ronald Reagan, President
George H. W. Bush, and President Bill
Clinton.

Mr. President, from April 7 to April
21, we traveled from New York City to
London, Florence, Ashkelon, Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem, Cairo, Damascus, Beruit,
Souda Bay, Crete, and Rome en route
to Philadelphia.
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